UNIV. OF MICH. 


nor i¢1a52 Calendar No. 1341 


Vw 


82p CoNnGREss | ry oi Abd Report 
‘ LAW I a) RAR y _ No 
¥ — No. 1444 


2d Nession j 


BRENDA MARIE GRAY (AKEMI) 


APRIL 8 (legislative day, AprIL 2), 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany 8. 2498 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 2498) for the relief of Brenda Marie Gray (Akemi), having con- 
sidered the same, reports favorably thereon with an amendment in 
the nature of a substitute and recommends that the bill, as amended, 
do pass. 

\MENDMENT 


Strike all after the enacting clause and insert in lieu thereof the 
following: 

That for the purposes of sections 4 (a) and 9 of the Immigration Act of 1924, as 
amended, and notwithstanding the provisions of section 13 (c) of that Act, the 
minor child, Brenda Marie Grav (Akemi), shall be held and considered to be t! 
natural-born alien child of Captain and Mrs. Ralph J. Gray, citizens of the 
United States. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill, as amended, is to grant a waiver of the 
racial barrier to admission into the United States in behalf of a minor 
Japanese child in the custody of United States citizens. The child 
would be considered to be a nonquota immigrant which is the status 
normally enjoyed by the alien minor children of United States 
citizens. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill was born in Japan on October 25, 1948, 
and she is presently in the custody of Capt. and Mrs. Ralph J 
Gray who are United States citizens. The mother of the child has 
released the child to the Grays for adoption. 

Senator Edward Martin, the author of the bill, has submitted the 
following information in connection with the case: 





BRENDA MARIE GRAY (AKEMI) 


GENERAL Heapquarters, Far East ComMMANp, 
OrricE OF THE CoMMAND Starr JuDGE ADVOCATE, 
APO 6500, January 2, 1952. 
Hon. Epwarp MartTIN, 
Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Martin: Capt. Ralph J. Gray 01587287, Headquarters, Tokyo 
Quartermaster Depot, Eightieth Army Unit, APO 1051, care of Postmaster, 
San Francisco, Calif., and his wife, Mary Stroud Gray, have requested me to 
submit to you the information necessary to permit you to introduce a private 
bill for entry into the United States of Brenda Marie, a half-American child 
whom they have taken into their custody for adoption. 

For your information and assistance in submitting the private bill please find 
enclosed: 

1. Adoption agreement entered into between Hana Yamazaki, a native 
citizen of Japan and natural mother of Brenda Marie, formerly called Akemi, 
and Capt. Ralph J. Gray, and his wife, Mary Stroud Gray. 

2. Financial statement in the form of a certificate from the custodian of 
the official military records of Captain Gray, First Lt. Peter O’Brien, Head- 
quarters, Quartermaster Depot. 

3. Medical certificate showing the child, Brenda Marie, to be free from 
disease, for use with the Department of Justice, Immigration and Naturaliza- 
“— Service. 

List giving names and addresses of members of Captain Gray’s family 
ian of the parents of Mrs. Gray. 

5. Letter, character reference from Maj. Robert D. Peiffer, Tokyo Quarter- 
master Depot. 

6. Letter, character reference, Capt. J. M. T. Wallace, legal officer, Tokyo 
Quartermaster Depot. 

7. Letter, character reference from Chaplain James C. Miller, Head- 
quarters, Second Transportation Major Port, Yokohama, Japan. 

8. Letter, character reference, Col. R. G. Norman, commanding officer of 
Captain Gray’s organization, Headquarters, Tokyo Quartermaster Depot. 

9. Photograph of Capt. and Mrs. Ralph J. Gray with Brenda Marie, the 
child they desire to take to the United States for adoption. 

It will be appreciated by Captain and Mrs. Gray if the word “‘alien’’ is not 
placed in this bill, inasmuch as the American consular office here in Tokyo requires 
immigration procedures necessitating the forwarding of petition for immigration 
and naturalization, Form I-133, to be processed by the Immigration and Naturali- 
zation, Service in Washington, also processing by the Japanese Foreign Office here 
when the word ‘‘alien’’ appears in a private law. 

This processing requires from 6 weeks to 2 months. Much inconvenience, 
confusion, and expense have been experienced in the past by persons adopting 
these children of American fathers where the word “‘alien’’ appears in the private 
law. 

Captain and Mrs. Gray have requested me to express to you their appreciation 
for your assistance in this matter, and expressly request that the bill be introduced 
as early as practicable after Congress convenes in January, inasmuch as Captain 
Gray anticipates orders returning him to the United States in the near future. 

A copy of this letter is being forwarded to Hon. Burnet R. Maybank, Senator 
from South Carolina, State of residence of Mrs. Gray’s parents, with the request 
that he assist you in any manner necessary for the passage of this private bill. A 
copy of our letter of transmittal to Senator Maybank is attached for your informa- 
tion. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mary C. EAstTerRiinG 
Attorney- Adviser. 
Ten enclosures. 


The documents referred to in the above-quoted letter are contained 
in the files of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary. 

The bill, as originally introduced, did not provide for a racial waiver 
for the child. The bill has been amended so as to provide the neces- 
sary racial waiver. 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (S. 2498), as amended, should be enacted. 
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